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Our War Memorial was erected in 1917 more than one year before the Armistice. The impact and unbearable
sense of grief in communities across the land is difficult for us to appreciate. The great loss of life, an army
consisting of so many young volunteer recruits and then the policy of non repatriation of the dead, meant that
families and communities longed for some sort of memorial. Temporary street shrines spontaneously appeared,
usually around the latest list of casualties, which then became Rolls of Honour.. The Catholic community of
Lanchester were especially determined to set up a permanent outdoor memorial for their loved ones.

A CALVARY was the style chosen, which is very much in the European Catholic tradition and it is unlike the
Celtic style crosses, obelisks or warrior sculptures which became the norm in Britain in the following years. A
canopied cross of Indian teak stands over 20 feet high. A cast metal Christ corpus hangs in sacrifice, with his head
raised at the moment of the Seven Last Words.

A GOLGOTHA, in the form of a curved black stone forms a cairn base set firmly into a concrete platform. This
echoes the stress upon salvation and the altar of sacrifice for the souls of the departed. V

The STONE OF NAMES is of black polished granite and is set into the cairn. Below it is a smaller stone for
World War II

The INSCRIPTION also emphasises the Catholic theology of Salvation rather than Remembrance.

L

Crucified Jesus
Have mercy on the souls of...
WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES
IN THE GREAT WAR
. 1914 - 18
R

Regrettably, at some point, and certainly by the 1970s, the original oak Christ had been replaced by the current
gilded metal sculpture. It is less than life size and does not have the drooped head, steeply angled arms, or
colouration of the hair of the original Boulton figure. There is an idendical Memorial at Esh which still has the
carved oak figure obviously commissioned by Canon Harris.




[image: image2.jpg]The SCHOOL LOG BOOK entries take us back to what was happening in the Parish and Village community
1917-1919.

e June 22" 1917 < Memorial War Cross unveiled on Sunday June 17",

e November 11™ 1918, ‘At 11 a.m. word came that the Armistice was signed by Germany. The children
who had brought flags to school secretly, now openly displayed them, going round
the playground singing and cheering. In the afternoon the 3 schools assembled near
the war memorial and then processed around the village, singing and cheering.’

e November 13th 1918 ‘Order from the Clerk of the Education Committee that all schools be closed for the

current week “ in view of the victorious position of the Allied Armies”.

e November 11" 1919 Armistice and League of Nations Day. Order to observe silence and remembrance at
the King’s request for the Great Deliverance from world wide carnage of the four
years of war. The ceremony and the Silence explained to the children. National
songs and hymns — Heavy snow.

TRANSCRIPT from a local newspaper report from 1917 describes the purpose of the monument, its funding,
its materials and the unveiling ceremony. The sermons of both Canon Samuel Harris (Parish Priest of Esh and
founder of the Lanchester mission) and Canon Magill (Parish Priest of the Brooms, Leadgate) are recorded in
great detail and confirm the very Catholic view of this memorial as well as describing the political and military
background to the sacrifice of the ‘lads’ of Lanchester, Burnhope and the surrounding hamlets and farms.

WAR MEMORIAL CROSS AT LANCHESTER
THE UNVEILING CEREMONY

On Sunday afternoon a war memorial cross was unveiled at Lanchester. It is the first to be erected in the County
of Durham and one of the first in the North of England. It is placed in the grounds of the Roman Catholic Church
in Kitswell Road, which it overlooks, and stands over 20feet above the level of the road-way.

The cross is of Indian teak, and the figure of oak. The latter is a splendid specimen of the wood-carver’s art and is
life size, having been executed by Boulton, of Cheltenham, while the cross was supplied by Gradon, of Durham.
The whole structure stands on a rough stone base, 3 or 4 feet high, while there is a dressed stone slab to bear the
names of local men killed in action.

- The money to be provide the cross was subscribed by the Roman Catholics of the district as a memorial to local
soldiers and sailors of the Roman Catholic religion killed in the war. How generously it was subscribed to is
proved by the fact that the donations averaged over £1 per Catholic family in the district.

As yet the tablet bears no names, but up to the present time six Lanchester men have surrendered their lives in
their country’s cause.

Their names are: Lance Corpl. Thomas Robinson, Burnhope; Lance Corpl. Wm O’Brien, Lanchester,

Pte. Joseph McHatton, Lanchester, Pte. Wm. Costello, Burnhope; Pte. Robt. Wainwright, Lanchester;

Pte. Ernest Fallon, Hollinside.

THE CEREMONY
The unveiling ceremony took place at five o’clock in the evening, and attracted a great concourse of people,
amongst those present being Mr and Mrs Brotherhood, J.P., and Mr and Mrs Piercey-Taylor-Smith. It was to have
been performed by Bishop Collins of Hexham and Newcastle, but owing to indisposition that prelate was unable
to attend, and his place was taken by Canon Harris of Esh.
A service was first held in the church, after which a procession was formed and made its way to the foot of the
cross. It was led by acolytes, bearing burning candles, followed by the priests. Next came a large number of
children dressed in white with black sashes. The smallest wore garlands of white flowers on their heads, while the
others had white veils. Close behind came the congregation.
Canon Harris addressing those present said they were there that day to honour the dead - who had died for their
country — and to show their sympathy to their friends, who were living to mourn their loss. They had hoped to
have the Bishop of the diocese present, but owing to illness he was unable to be with them to honour the brave
lads belonging to the Catholic faith in their village, surrounded by its beautiful hills.
It was only a plain wooden crucifix. Though it was very simple, he thought they would agree that it was good, and
well worthy of the splendid heroes who it was to commemorate. It was constructed of the very best material




[image: image3.jpg]obtainable. The wood was the most enduring in the world. The figure was perfect, and was the production of one
of the greatest woodcarvers in England that day. ‘

The Catholics of Lanchester thought that the brave boys who lay in foreign graves should have the memory of
their great sacrifice perpetuated in their own homes. In consequence the perpetuators had come forward with their
money so abundantly, generously and superabundantly, that so much had been given that some of it had to be
returned. :

He thought he was expressing the thoughts of all Lanchester people when he said the cross planted there would
remind them of better things — of the greater sacrifice which was made by the Son of Man, the Living God. In
conclusion he unveiled the cross and blessed it.

Canon Magill said he need not explain where he came from, or why he was there.

The beautiful memorial had been unveiled to the memory of those boys of the parish who had made the great
sacrifice of their lives for liberty and for treaty rights among the nations. No more fitting memorial could have
been chosen that the cross on which Christ their Lord paid the great sacrifice.

Sometimes it struck them that the life of a military man was not calculated to sanctity, but in the history of the
Church they found many names of soldiers in the list of the saints.

The cross was no longer a symbol of ignominy as in the days of the Jews, but had been the symbol of the military
right down to the time of the French revolution. Thus they could have no more fitting memorial for those who had
laid down their lives for the liberty and rights of smaller nations.

Three short years ago those men were living amongst them with as little thought of a military career as the ladies
had that day — as it was not certain what calls might be made upon them. When the Germans, after careful and
skilful preparation for war, tore up treaties as scraps of paper, those boys of theirs ran to arms and offered their
services freely without compulsion. They did not need compulsion in those days.

Britain was unprepared for war, and our original expeditionary force was less than 100,000 men. When the
remnants of those men returned they would hear their story of the retreat at Mons, how for days and nights they
had to retreat without sleep-or proper food. Then came the miracle of the Marne. Proceeding, he described the
landing at Gallipoli, life in the trenches, and the battle of the Somme.and said now the “contemptible little army”
was driving the best German troops before them. They owed a tremendous debt to those who had gone out to the
front to guard their frontiers in France — their frontiers were now in France — that they might have liberty, their
homes, and the very food they ate.

Was the memory of those boys to disappear? The best way to preserve it was by the cross on which Christ died
and offered the great sacrifice.

Alfred Edward Rowe,
- third child of Harry and Lilly Rowe. His father worked first as under gardener at Esh Hall and by 1911 on the
Greecroft Park estate. Alfred and his brothers were miners.
Used with kind permission of his niece Maureen Heron.
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Samuel died 4" Oct 1917 Passchendaele aged 22 years

SGT M. SALMON 8" E-Y
Michael enlisted in Sept 1914 and soon promoted.
Received a leg wound in the Battle of the Somme was shipped back to hospital in Manchester.
In March 1917 he returned to the front and was wounded and declared missing.
Died 5" May 1917 aged 26 No Known Grave
His younger brother Wilfred also served and died. See below.

CPL T. ROBINSON 13" D.L.L
Thomas died 6™ April 1916 aged 21 His brother Thomas survived.

CPL W. O’BRIEN 16" D.L.L
William’s son was 9 months old when he died 18" Sept 1916 aged 26. No Known Grave.

CPL M. LEONARD DCM MM T.L.

Michael aged 35 15" April 1918 He received the Distinguished Conduct Medal and the Military Medal for
“conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He set a splendid example of courage and determination during an
attack and rendered valuable service by taking command and consolidating the captured ground when his officers
and senior NCOs became casualties”.

DVR A. ROWE 112" R.F.A.
Alfred served as a driver in the Royal Field Artillery, died 21% March 1918 aged 23
See his photograph printed with permission from his niece Maureen Heron

PRIV. W.COSTELLO R.A.M.C.
served in the Royal Army Medical Corp in the Field Ambulance,

died on the first day of the Battle of the Somme 1* July 1916 aged 31

PRIV. W. SALMON Ist LSTRS
Wilfred one, of 15 children, died 19™ Sept 1918 aged 19
His parents added to his grave stone, ‘He took who gave, God’s will be done’

i PRIV. J. REYNOLDS 12" D.L.L
John died 28" Nov 1918 probably of wounds and is buried in Genoa. He had 2 brothers who also served and
tragically his brother James who had served throughout the war died of bronchitis on the same day as his brother
John never having got home.

PRIV. J. McELHATTON 13" D.L.L
Joseph, an ‘only son’, died 29" July 1916 in the Battle of the Somme aged 20 No Known Grave

PRIV. E. FALLON 8" D.L.L.
Ernest died 26™ June 1915 aged 30, No Known Grave

PRIV. R. WAINWRIGHT D.L.IL
Robert had been a professional soldier and had served in India as early as 1906. He was employed in Jan 1914 as a
platform porter at Lanchester station but was called up to join the BEF in Aug 1914. He returned to convalesce
from a shoulder wound in Dec 1914 then returned to the trenches. He was admitted to the field hospital on the
53 uly of the Battle of the Somme with ‘gun shot wound and shell shock’. He was back to duty soon after and died

17" July 1916 aged 30. No Known Grave
Thanks to lan Murray for his research.

The smaller World War Two is positioned on the concrete base and bears the same religious prayer.

CRUCIFIED JESUS HAVE MERCY ON THE 5OULS

B.0O.M’s M. O’BRIEN R.A.
SGT J.FINCH R.AF.
CNR N. THORNTON R.A.
PTE J.HALPIN C.H.
PTE A.McGEARY B.W.

WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THW WORLD WAR 1939-45
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